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Preface

This volume contains selected papers of the first international conference on Log-
ical Aspects of Computational Linguistics, held in Nancy, France, from April 23
to 25, 1996.1 A general introduction by some members of the committee ex-
plains the relevance of developing a conference on this topic, situates the papers,
and provides an account of the discussions, namely, New syntaxes for linguistic
theories, Logical aspects of the minimalist program and Logical semantics.

The volume contains eigtheen selected papers and four invited papers. There
were forty four submissions, their overall quality was high, and selection was
difficult. The Programme Committee is very grateful to everyone who submitted
a paper and to all the referees listed overleaf for their essential assistance and
generously given time. Let us also thank the participants for the pleasant and
stimulating atmosphere during the meeting.

The Committee is especially grateful to the invited speakers, namely,
Jean-Yves Girard,2 Aravind K. Joshi, Marcus Kracht, Dale Miller and
Edward Stabler (respectively from Marseilles, Philadelphia, Berlin, Philadel-
phia and Los Angeles). Indeed, not only did they accept our invitation and
give their lectures, but they also substantially contributed to the conference, in
particular to the discussions.

Finally we wish to thank the two institutions under one roof that co-organized
this event, namely inria-Lorraine and crin-c.n.r.s. , as well as the sponsors of
this event: France-Télécom CNET, Rank-Xerox Research Center, l’Institut Na-
tional Polytechnique de Lorraine, l’Université Henri Poincaré, La Région Lor-
raine, La Communauté Urbaine du Grand Nancy.

More personally, I wish to thank the members of the Programme Committee
and the Organizing Committee, listed overleaf, for their hard work and support,
as well as Roger Hindley, Claude Kirchner and Pierre Lescanne who gave me
precious advice, not to forget my research project without whom nothing would
have happen, Calligramme.3

Nancy, July 1997 Christian Retoré
1 The idea of this conference germinated during a workshop we organized in september

1995 on the same topic, whose selected papers are to be published in the January
1998 isssue of the Journal of Logic, Language and Information.

2 His contribution, Introduction to linear logic is not included in this volume, but
Jean-Yves Girard recently published an introduction to linear logic: Linear logic: its
syntax and semantics. In J.-Y. Girard, Y. Lafont and L. Regnier (Eds.) Advances in
Linear Logic, volume 222 of London Mathematical Society Lecture Notes. Cambridge
University Press, 1995. pp. 1–42

3 Calligramme, Logique linéaire, réseaux de démonstration et grammaires
catégorielles (inria-Lorraine & crin-c.n.r.s.): D. Bechet, Ph. de Groote,
F. Lamarche, A. Lecomte, S. Malecki, J.-Y. Marion, G. Perrier, N. Pierre (secre-
tary), C. Retoré.
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Kalyan Basu
Denis Bechet
Francine Blanchet-Sadri
Joachim Gabarró
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